Summary: A simplified slide preparation for the circumoval precipitin (COP) test for field use is described.
Introduction
The Circumoval precipitin (COP) test, first reported by Oliver-Gonzalez (1954) , has been evaluated as one of those principal methods for use in the immunodiagnosis of schistosomiasis (Kagan and Pellegrino, 1961) . Although the technique is relatively simple, further simplification has been made through the use of lyophilized eggs (Revera de Sala et al. 1962; Yogore et al. 1968) . These improvements were assessed to be very practical and suitable for survey in rural areas (Nosenas et al. 1975; Tanaka et al. 1975; Matsuda et al. 1977) . Recent report on availability of airdried S. japonicum eggs also makes field COP test more practical (Kamiya, 1983) .
In addition, there has been a notable report on the use of microscope slides with perforated Dubl-stile tape in which reaction of lyophilized eggs with test serum was observed through microscope coverslips (Lewert and Yogrore, 1969) , The present paper describes a modification of this technique in which electrical insulating and cellulose tapes have been used instead of Dubl-stik tape and coverslips.
Materials and Methods

Slide preparation
A roll of PVC electrical insulating tape (19 mm width, 10 m length, 0.2 mm thick, Nichiban Co. Ltd, Japan) was drilled with heated 11 mm and 5 mm tubular cork borers. The two holes were positioned such that they had a common edge which opened to each other as shown in Fig. 1 Preliminary studies had indicated that the use of one hole only would be inadequate because in situations where there was excess of serum applied, adhesiveness of the tape was reduced. A smaller hole was therefore necessary as a reservoir for any overflow. The completed slide (Fig. 2 ) was incubated at room temperature for 48 hours after which the microscopic examination of COP reaction through cellulose tape was made (Fig.3) .
A further test was done to compare COP reaction utilizing lyophilized and dried eggs following this procedure. The grades were determined by classification proposed by Yokogawa et al. (1967) .
employed (Garcia et al. 1981) . Thus, it is desirable to adjust egg number to be placed on a slide. In our experience, taking out a constant number of eggs with a tool from a vial was accompanied by difficulty as has been found by other workers (Lewert and Yogore, 1969; Matsuda et al. 1977) . To overcome this, air-dried eggs on slides were employed (Kamiya, 1983) . This method enabled us to adjust the egg number and also made it possible for it to be applied in the field. HIRATA, ET AL.
